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February 7th, 2022 

 

Chair Masin and members of the committee, 

 

A 2019 publication in the journal Science revealed that North America’s bird population has declined by 
approximately 30%, three billion birds overall, since 1970 (Rosenberg et al. 2019). This shocking revelation, 
paired with our understanding of the critical role birds play in the health of our natural ecosystems and 
therefore our human communities, have highlighted the need to discern the various factors responsible for bird 
declines and work to reverse the pattern.  
 

While many factors contribute to these declines, the loss, and degradation of habitats are the most 
important. We are increasingly aware that land that may appear to be suitable habitat, may not be if the native 
plants have been replaced with non-natives, as is often the case in residential and developed areas. Native 
plants host more insect species and therefore support the food web necessary for a thriving community of other 
animals, including birds (Tallamy, 2004). Burghardt et al. (2008) showed that residential yards that do not differ 
in the number of plant species but do differ in the percentage of plants that are native vs. non-native, contain a 
significantly different community of insects and birds. Not surprisingly, the yards that contained more native 
plants contain many more insect and bird species, including many species of regional conservation concern.  
 

At the Audubon Society, our calling is to protect birds and the places they need. This lofty goal can only 
be achieved by using the best science to guide our ethical commitment to a thriving environment. We now know 
that landscaping with non-native plants is contributing to declines in birds and insects. Based on this evidence, 
we support policies that remove the roadblocks preventing people from developing their yard as a habitat for 
insects and birds.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this issue further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dale Gentry 
 
Dale Gentry Ph.D. 
Conservation Manager 
Audubon Minnesota 
2355 Highway 36 West, Suite 400 
Roseville, MN 55113 
Dale.gentry@audubon.org 
651-274-1073 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://par.nsf.gov/servlets/purl/10133018
https://d3pcsg2wjq9izr.cloudfront.net/files/8392/articles/9966/DoAlienPlantsReduceInsectBiomass.pdf
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/j.1523-1739.2008.01076.x
mailto:Dale.gentry@audubon.org
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